
 

 

 

State Energy Conservation Office (SECO) 
Municipally Owned Utility (MOU) or Electric Cooperative (Co-op) 

 SB-924 Energy Efficiency Report  
Data Entry Form 

 

MOU or Co-op: Pedernales Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
County: Blanco 

Contact: Jeanell Davis 
Contact Title: Community Services Manager 

Address: P.O. Box 1 
City: Johnson City 
Zip: 78636 

Phone: (830) 868-4920 
Fax: (830) 868-6000 

E-mail Address: Jeanell.davis@peci.com 
 
1) Is your MOU or Co-op hereby reporting on energy 

efficiency as required by SB-924, PURA Sections 
39.9051 and 39.9052? 

 


Yes  No 

 

2) Energy Efficiency Goals:  Please tell us about the goals that your MOU or  
Co-op has related to energy efficiency: 

Instructions: Provide a brief description of your MOU or Co-op’s energy efficiency goals for the previous 
calendar year. Examples may include information about energy efficiency for MOU or Co-op customers or 
utility facilities. Supplemental information may be provided at your option on any long-term energy 
efficiency goals that your MOU or Co-op might have. Please use a separate sheet of paper if you need 
more space. 
PEC has an energy efficiency goal and a renewable energy goal; the details for both 
goals are attached. 

 

3) Your MOU or Co-op’s Energy Efficiency Programs:  
Instructions: Input information as applicable; add fields as necessary. For the previous calendar year, 
please list energy efficiency programs and provide applicable estimated achieved savings – energy 
and/or demand, or other program performance metric (for example participation.)  Add additional lines as 
needed.  

 
Energy Efficiency Program 

 
Estimated Energy Savings 

or 
Estimated 
Demand 

Savings or 
 

 
Other Program 
Performance 

Metric 

Heating, Ventilation, and Air 
Conditioning (HVAC) and 
Commercial Lighting rebate 
programs 

10,500 MWh 4.5MW Estimated Monthly 
Impact on 
Residential 
Customers = 
$0.56 

Totals 10,500 MWh 4.5MW  
 

4) Program Materials / Additional Information 
Instructions: Public information about your energy efficiency programs (brochures, website information, 
etc.) may be attached and provided with this form. 
 

5) Please submit this form to SECO at: SB924.Reporting@cpa.state.tx.us 
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Pedernales Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Energy Innovation Report (for activities from January 1, 2011, through December 31, 2011) 
Submitted to Texas State Energy Conservation Office, March 30, 2012. 
 
                             
 
Pedernales Electric Cooperative, Inc. (PEC, Co‐op, or Cooperative) had retail sales of more than 500,000 
MWhs in 2005.   
 
PEC fully recognizes the importance of energy efficiency and demand response programs.  Throughout 
2011, the Cooperative has continued to implement, maintain, and grow a communications and action 
plan supporting conservation, energy efficiency, demand side management, and distributed resources.    
 
Existing resolutions   
The PEC Board passed a resolution in 2008, establishing an energy conservation goal of achieving 
reductions of up to 20% of the future energy requirements of residential and commercial users.  The 
goal is currently being further developed in committee.   
 
The PEC Board also passed a resolution in 2008, establishing a renewable energy goal to purchase or 
generate up to 30% of its electricity from renewable energy by the year 2020.   The goal is currently 
being further developed in committee.   
 
Energy efficiency and conservation 
This section briefly describes PEC’s programs supporting energy efficiency and conservation.  
 
Rebate programs*1.  Pedernales Electric offers a variety of rebates for our residential and commercial 
members. 
 
The HVAC Rebate Program provides rebates to members for installing energy efficient HVAC systems 
with a minimum SEER rating of 15 and EER rating of 12.5.  In 2011, more than $968,700 was paid in 
HVAC rebates which included the installation of 20 dual‐fuel or geothermal heat pumps, 935 A/C units 
with gas furnaces, and 1,574 air‐to‐air heat pumps.   
 
The Commercial Lighting Rebate Program (CLRP) offers incentives to commercial members who install 
efficient lighting in existing or new commercial buildings.  Rebate amounts are based on kilowatts (kW) 
of reduced electricity.  In 2011, PEC paid out $80,280 for a demand reduction of 280 kW resulting in 
1,509,000 kWhs saved. 
 
Energy audits.  PEC performs residential energy audits for its membership on an as‐requested basis at 
no cost to the member requesting the audit.  As part of the audit process, PEC provides a water heater 
timer or weatherization kit free of charge to members who would benefit from their use.  In 2011, Co‐op 
staff performed over 330 energy audits.   
 
Conservation publicity.   
PEC continues to encourage energy conservation through a variety of communication messaging 
vehicles, including the popular monthly Texas Co‐op Power magazine*2, the PEC website, regular print 
advertising*3, and online social media platforms, including Twitter*4 and Facebook*5.  
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Website information.  PEC’s website contains a multitude of information, tools, and links to assist 
members in their energy efficiency and conservation efforts.   
 
The website features the CO‐OP Conservation Blog,*6 a forum for the discussion of topics related to 
energy efficiency, conservation, energy management, and renewable energy generation.  Each week 
bloggers share their expertise to help members save both money and electricity.  The Blog also includes 
short do‐it‐yourself conservation videos*7 to show members how simple changes can help them save 
energy and money.  PEC helps protect our natural resources and reduce members’ electric bills with 
ways to conserve electricity in the Ways to Save section*8 of the website.  The Co‐op offers an online 
tool, MyUse Energy Analyzer,*9 which allows members to view their daily electric use in kilowatt hours 
(kWh) and dollars.  The tool enables members the ability to better monitor and manage their monthly 
electric consumption, budget accordingly, and reduce their environmental impact.  Members can also 
elect to receive notification emails detailing mid‐month electric use and estimated costs. On average in 
2011, more than 12,000 members used MyUse Energy Analyzer at least once per month.   
 
The Cooperative continues to implement new programs and links as they become available to support 
energy innovation.  As a result, the number of members who use the website to implement 
conservation measures increases every year.  Hits to PEC’s website averaged more than 64,000 each 
month in 2011.   
 
In the community.  PEC helps educate its communities about conservation and energy efficiency 
through youth programs and its Speaker Bureau.   
 
The Co‐op views the youth in its service area as a vital audience to instill the virtues of conservation and 
energy efficiency.  Nearly 600 students wrote essays for Pedernales Electric’s 2011 Youth Tour essay 
contest*10, which also required them to develop Green Works® initiatives for their schools, communities 
or organizations while incorporating a variety of conservation and green‐living ideas.  PEC also 
participates in the Lower Colorado River Authority’s POWERHOUSE TM program, which helps teach 
middle school students and their families about the effects their homes’ energy use have on natural 
resources and the environment.  In 2011, PEC presented the POWERHOUSE TM program to more than 
3,300 students.    
 
PEC’s Speakers Bureau*11 presents education programs free‐of‐charge to community, civic, and business 
groups of all sizes.  Conservation‐related programs presented to more than 2,100 people include “PEC’s 
Green Works  Initiative”, “Save Energy and Money”, “Going Green on a Budget”, “Beat the Peak”, and 
“Savings Without Sacrifice”. 
 
Outreach to the community.  Earth Day open houses*12 were held at PEC offices in Bertram, Canyon 
Lake, Cedar Park, Junction, Kyle, Liberty Hill, Marble Falls, Oak Hill, and at PEC’s headquarters in Johnson 
City on April 20, 2011.  All members were invited to attend.  Event attendees learned simple ways to 
conserve resources, received complimentary CFLs, and were eligible to win $50 PEC Give‐A‐Watt gift 
checks. 
 
As part of Pedernales Electric Cooperative’s ongoing effort to reduce costs and conserve energy, PEC 
implemented Together We Can Beat the Peak in 2011*13.  Through this voluntary program, the 
Cooperative worked with its members to establish a clear understanding of how the price PEC pays for 
electricity fluctuates and peaks between 2‐6 p.m. from June through September.  More than 800 
members participated in the 2011 program.    
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PEC teamed up with Touchstone Energy to present a free energy efficiency workshop for schools located 
in the Co‐op’s service area.  The workshop was held on August 9, 2011, at the PEC Training Center in 
Johnson City.  The event provided school personnel with tools and resources to identify low‐cost, no‐
cost ways to save energy. The training focused on sound maintenance procedures that increase energy 
efficiency in existing buildings.   
 
PEC conservation staff was on hand at the 2011 PEC Annual Meeting to answer conservation related 
questions.  They also used the opportunity to register approximately 135 members to participate in the 
Together We Can Beat the Peak in 2011 program.  Those members registering for Beat the Peak 
program received CFLs and Green Works tote bags.   
 
PEC members and the general public were invited to attend a conservation forum*14 held at Woodcreek 
City Hall on October 27, 2011.  The Co‐op’s conservation staff gave demonstrations and provided insight 
on energy efficient practices such as caulking, weather‐stripping, and insulation.  Forum attendees 
received a free CFL and participated in drawings to win a home‐weatherization kit, a water‐heater timer, 
and one of two $50 PEC Give‐A‐Watt gift checks. 
 
PEC partnered with the Texas Solar Energy Society to host the Hill Country Solar Tour*15 on October 1, 
2011.  The event featured residential and commercial solar installations in Oak Hill and Dripping Springs, 
as well as educational presentations from representatives of the Co‐op and ImagineSolar.  The tour 
highlighted solar installations at four PEC members’ homes, and commercial installations at PEC’s Oak 
Hill Office and the Wesley Gallery in Dripping Springs.  
 
Demand response  
As part of its demand reduction strategy, the PEC membership participated in demand response 
programs designed to reduce the membership’s peak demand and help ensure a reliable electric grid.  
During 2011, the PEC membership participated in load curtailment and load management programs and 
achieved instantaneous demand reductions in excess of 10MW.  PEC’s programs target residential, 
commercial, and industrial members to reduce their energy demand during on‐peak periods and 
emergency conditions. PEC members have participated in the ERCOT emergency interruptible load 
service, or EILS, since 2008 and continued their participation in 2011.  During 2011, PEC complemented 
its existing demand response initiatives with the introduction of the Beat the Peak program and a direct 
load control pilot program.  As mentioned earlier, PEC’s Beat the Peak program is an educational 
program designed to achieve demand side reductions for area businesses, schools, and residences.  This 
program educates members on energy management and market conditions to transform how people 
and organizations think and act toward energy use.  In an effort to determine the viability of direct load 
control, PEC partnered with the Lower Colorado River Authority, our primary wholesale power supplier, 
to develop a pilot project to test demand response through cycling air‐conditioners, water heaters and 
pool pumps.   
 
Distributed resources   
Distributed resources (DR) are defined as generation on the demand‐side, rather than on the supply‐
side.  Distributed resources are generally connected to distribution or service voltages.  PEC supports its 
members’ involvement with implementing DR through several methods.  PEC currently has 149 DR 
systems interconnected.  Those interconnects consist of 124 solar and 25 wind installations with a total 
rated capacity of 624 kW.   
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 Interconnection policy.  PEC has an interconnection policy in place for members wishing to 
interconnect their DR systems.  The policy allows for net metering within a billing cycle for 
interconnected systems up to 20 kW of connected DR.  In addition, PEC will purchase any excess energy 
from the DR at PEC’s avoided cost.  The Cooperative does not charge a monthly interconnection fee in 
support of interconnection.  For projects greater than 20 KW, PEC reviews with the member unique 
requirements that may be needed to interconnect to the distribution system.  Both the Interconnection 
Policy*16 and Agreement for Interconnection*17 are available on the Co‐op’s website. 
 
DR website information.  As discussed above, PEC’s website has many tools to assist members in the 
determination and application of DR practices*18.   
 
Please Note:    *  Indicates program materials or additional information is included (as requested in #4 
on the Data Entry Form).   
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ply by loggin
g in

to your P
E

C
 accoun

t.

Q
: H

ow
 can

 th
e n

ew
 w

eb
site h

elp
 m

e save m
on

ey?
A

: 
You can

 access M
yU

se E
n

ergy A
n

alyzer to fin
d out 

how
 m

uch en
ergy you’re usin

g, then
 adjust your use 

an
d w

atch the savin
gs grow

. You also can
 w

atch our 
con

servation
 videos or visit the Touchston

e E
n

ergy 
V

irtual H
om

e Tour an
d U

.S. D
epartm

en
t of E

n
ergy 

hom
e to learn

 how
 caulkin

g, turn
in

g off lights an
d 

addin
g in

sulation
 can

 turn
 in

to big savin
gs.

Explore w
hat 

w
w

w
.pec.coop 

has to offer

P
ow

er of C
om

m
unity
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Is yo
u
r w

a
sh

e
r m

o
re

 
th

a
n
 1

0
 ye

a
rs o

ld
?

P
ow

er of C
om

m
unity

��	���	���	���
�	��	�����
�	�

���	����
	!

"#%	�����	
in

 en
ergy costs each year. C

on
sider replacin

g your 
outdated clothes w

asher w
ith an

 E
N

E
R

G
Y

 ST
A

R
-

qualified m
odel an

d reap the rew
ards:

have b
ulky agitators that take up

 sp
ace.

m
atching d

ryer.

W
e
a
th

e
rstrip

p
in

g
 

d
o
o
rs a

n
d
 w

in
d
o
w

s

1
 

A
fte

r p
u

rc
h

a
s
in

g
 th

e
 

a
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 w

e
a

th
e

r s
trip

 

fo
r y

o
u

r p
ro

je
c

t, m
e

a
s
u

re
 

th
e

 a
re

a
 y

o
u

 a
re

 s
e

a
lin

g
 

tw
ic

e
 b

e
fo

re
 c

u
ttin

g
 o

n
e

 

c
o

n
tin

u
o

u
s
 p

ie
c

e
.

2
 

A
p

p
ly

 w
e

a
th

e
r s

trip
 a

lo
n

g
 

th
e

 e
n

tire
 w

in
d

o
w

 o
r 

d
o

o
rja

m
b

, m
a

k
in

g
 s

u
re

 it 

m
e

e
ts

 tig
h

tly
 a

t c
o

rn
e

rs
.

3
 
S

h
u

t th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
 o

r d
o

o
r 

a
n

d
 c

h
e

c
k

 fo
r a

 s
n

u
g

 fit, 

w
ith

o
u

t m
a

k
in

g
 it d

iffic
u

lt 

to
 c

lo
s
e

 c
o

m
p

le
te

ly
.

P
o

te
n

tia
l e

a
rn

in
g

s
: A

ro
und

 $55 
p

er year, d
ep

end
ing

 o
n ho

w
 m

any 
d

o
o

rs and
 w

ind
o

w
s are sealed

.

T
o

ta
l p

ro
je

c
t c

o
s
t: Lo

w
 to

 
m

o
d

erate co
st, d

ep
end

ing
 o

n the 
typ

e and
 am

o
unt o

f strip
 used

.
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Pedern
ales E

lectric C
ooperative is 

��
���
�	�����&�����	������

��	��	

��

���
	
�����	�����
�	
����

	���
	��	����	�

��
��	

on
 their paren

ts’ electric bills, as w
ell 

as practice en
ergy con

servation
. T

he 
studen

ts have been
 con

ductin
g en

ergy 
audits in

 their ow
n

 hom
es through the 

P
O

W
E

RH
O

U
SE™

 en
ergy investigation

 
program

, w
hich P

E
C

 is presen
tin

g to 
�����	"�'%(

	�����&�����	������
��	��

	���	
scien

ce classes of area schools for the 
)(

"(
*""	�����
	�����

C
ourtn

ey G
rieser, a scien

ce 
teacher at M

arble Falls M
iddle 

School, applauds the program
’s 

practical approach. “H
avin

g the 
P

E
C

 P
O

W
E

RH
O

U
SE program

 visit our 
scien

ce classes has been
 a great w

ay 
to get studen

ts involved in
 en

ergy 
con

servation
,” she said. “T

he program
 

helped them
 un

derstan
d how

 m
uch 

en
ergy is actually bein

g used an
d w

hat 

it really m
ean

s to ‘go green
.’”

Studen
ts com

pleted question
n

aires 

in
 their P

O
W

E
RH

O
U

SE	���+��	����
	

���+	�����	���+�	���
�	��

�	���
������	

en
ergy audits, n

otin
g facts about 

their en
ergy use. T

he results of their 
investigation

s w
ere an

alyzed, an
d each 

studen
t received a person

alized report 
show

in
g pattern

s of en
ergy use, as 

�
�

	��	��

����&�����
�	�����	5

��+	��
	���	

�
�������
�	������

��	���+	����	��
	��

	
in

teractive review
 of their person

alized 
hom

e en
ergy reports.

78
�

�	��	���	���
����	��	����	�������

	
is that the studen

ts get their paren
ts 

involved, an
d then

 the paren
ts becom

e 
��

�����	��
	��

���
�	�

���	��	����	��
����	

aroun
d the house,” said P

E
C

 A
ssistan

t 
G

en
eral M

an
ager Jean

ell D
avis. 

7�
���	+��

�	��	��������	��
��	��	�
�+�	

a con
scious effort to chan

ge habits. 
Sm

all chan
ges can

 lead to big savin
gs.”

P
E

C
 spon

sors P
O

W
E

RH
O

U
SE in

 
partn

ership w
ith the L

ow
er C

olorado 
R

iver A
uthority.

P
O

W
E

RH
O

U
S

E p
ro

g
ram

 te
ach

e
s co

n
se

rvatio
n

P
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D
ripping Springs M

iddle School students C
ara Sw

ift, H
unter M

ilam
 and B

rynn B
rew

er learn m
ore about energy 

conservation through the P
O

W
E
RH

O
U

S
E program

, w
hich is being presented to m

ore than 1,800 area sixth-graders.

“
I le

a
rn

e
d

 h
o

w
 im

p
o

rta
n

t 

it is
 to

 a
lw

a
y
s
 tu

rn
 o

ff 

th
e

 lig
h

ts
,”

 s
a

id
 B

ry
n

n
 

B
re

w
e

r, a
n

 1
1

-y
e

a
r-o

ld
 

D
rip

p
in

g
 S

p
rin

g
s
 M

id
d

le
 

S
c

h
o

o
l s

tu
d

e
n

t. “
N

o
w

 I 

n
o

tic
e

 a
 lo

t m
o

re
 w

h
e

n
 

o
u

r lig
h

ts
 a

re
 le

ft o
n

, 

a
n

d
 it b

u
g

s
 m

e
. I’m

 

re
s
p

o
n

s
ib

le
 fo

r tu
rn

in
g

 

a
ll th

e
 lig

h
ts

 o
ff w

h
e

n
 m

y
 

fa
m

ily
 le

a
v
e

s
.”
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R
e
frig

e
ra

to
r le

a
vin

g
 yo

u
 

in
 th

e
 c

o
ld

?
E

N
E

R
G

Y
 ST

A
R

-qualified refrigerators are 20
 percen

t m
ore 

en
ergy efficien

t, helpin
g you save m

on
ey an

d en
ergy. In

 fact, 
replacin

g a fridge from
 the 1980

s can
 save as m

uch as $
10

0
 a 

year in
 en

ergy costs. C
on

sider these features w
hen

 upgradin
g:

larger m
od

els consum
e m

ore energy.

 
10 to 25 p

ercent less energy.

energy use b
y 14 to 20 p

ercent.

C
h
a
n
g
in

g
 o

r c
le

a
n
in

g
  

o
ld

 a
ir fi

lte
rs

1
 

A
fte

r p
u

rc
h

a
s
in

g
 th

e
 

c
o

rre
c

t-s
iz

e
d

 filte
r, re

m
o

v
e

 

y
o

u
r s

y
s
te

m
’s

 p
ro

te
c

tiv
e

 

g
rill, d

u
s
tin

g
 a

s
 n

e
e

d
e

d
.

2
 

If u
s
in

g
 a

 d
is

p
o

s
a

b
le

 

m
o

d
e

l, s
im

p
ly

 in
s
e

rt n
e

w
 

filte
r. If filte

r is
 re

u
s
a

b
le

, 

v
a

c
u

u
m

 o
r s

w
e

e
p

 th
e

 filte
r 

w
ith

 a
 b

ru
s
h

.

3
 
R

e
p

la
c

e
 y

o
u

r s
y
s
te

m
’s

 

g
rill. C

h
e

c
k

 filte
rs

 e
v
e

ry
 

m
o

n
th

; it’s
 re

c
o

m
m

e
n

d
e

d
 

to
 re

p
la

c
e

 o
r c

le
a

n
 a

t le
a

s
t 

e
v
e

ry
 th

re
e

 m
o

n
th

s
.

A
s
 m

u
c

h
 a

s
 h

a
lf y

o
u

r e
le

c
tric

 

b
ill c

a
n

 g
o

 to
w

a
rd

 h
e

a
tin

g
 a

n
d

 

c
o

o
lin

g
. A

 d
irty

 filte
r re

s
tric

ts
 a

ir 

flo
w

, m
a

k
in

g
 y

o
u

r H
V

A
C

 s
y
s
te

m
 

w
o

rk
 h

a
rd

e
r. F

re
q

u
e

n
tly

 c
h

a
n

g
in

g
 

filte
rs

 c
a

n
 re

d
u

c
e

 y
o

u
r s

y
s
te

m
’s

 

e
n

e
rg

y
 u

s
e

 a
n

d
 e

le
c

tric
 c

o
s
ts

 b
y
 

5
 to

 1
5
 p

e
rc

e
n

t.
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W
e have started the con

servation
 

conversation
—

n
ow

 all w
e n

eed is 
your in

put! P
E

C
 has laun

ched its first 
on

lin
e blog, dedicated to on

goin
g 

m
em

ber discussion
 of con

servin
g 

en
ergy an

d savin
g m

on
ey. 

T
he C

O
-O

P
 C

onservation B
log 

features a n
ew

 post on
lin

e each w
eek, 

w
here P

E
C

’s en
ergy experts share 

en
ergy-w

ise advice an
d an

sw
er your 

question
s. W

e en
courage you to join

 
the discussion

 by postin
g com

m
en

ts, 
experien

ces an
d related stories.

D
o you have a m

on
ey-savin

g tip 
or a un

ique w
ay to cut dow

n
 on

 your 
electric bill? Share your kn

ow
ledge 

w
ith your fellow

 P
E

C
 m

em
bers an

d 
our bloggers.

Join
 the conversation

 today an
d 

learn
 m

ore about en
ergy efficien

cy, 
savin

gs an
d projects on

lin
e at  

w
w

w
.pec.coop. T

here, you can
 also 

w
atch a n

ew
 video featurin

g our 
expert bloggers an

d read the C
O

-O
P

 
C

onservation B
log guidelin

es.

2
0

1
1

  
B

o
a
rd

 e
le

c
tio

n
 

c
a
le

n
d

a
r

A
p
ril 4

A
p
ril 1

2

A
p
ril 1

8
 

A
p
ril 2

8

M
a
y 4

 

J
u
n
e
 1

0

J
u
n
e
 1

8
 

M
e
e
t o

u
r c

o
n

se
rva

tio
n

 b
lo

g
g
e
rs

B
ria

n
 C

u
rts

in
g

e
r

C
O

-O
P

 C
onservation

C
h

ris
 D

e
n

is
o

n

J
o

e
 P

a
ra

m
o

C
OO

P
T
h
e
 P

e
d

e
rn

a
le

s
 E

le
c
tric

 C
o
o
p

e
ra

tiv
e
 C

o
n
s
e
rv

a
tio

n
 B

lo
g

C
O

N
S

E
R

V
A

T
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N
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P
ow

er of C
om

m
unity

F
re

e
 e

le
c
tric

ity—
rig

h
t 

in
 yo

u
r o

w
n
 b

a
c
k
ya

rd
L

ook to the sun
, or m

ore specifically, solar lightin
g 

option
s that can

 harn
ess the pow

er of daylight. 
O

utdoor solar lights are easy to in
stall an

d 
virtually m

ain
ten

ce free, m
akin

g them
 the perfect 

com
plem

en
t to your en

ergy-efficien
t lan

dscape. 

E
n
e
rg

y-e
ffi

c
ie

n
t 

la
n
d
sc

a
p
in

g

1
 

P
la

n
t d

e
c

id
u

o
u

s
 tre

e
s
 n

e
a

r 

w
in

d
o

w
s
 fo

r s
h

a
d

e
 d

u
rin

g
 

th
e

 s
u

m
m

e
r a

n
d

 filte
re

d
 

s
u

n
lig

h
t in

 th
e

 w
in

te
r. A

 

6
-fo

o
t tre

e
 w

ill p
ro

v
id

e
 

s
h

a
d

e
 in

 its
 firs

t y
e

a
r.

2
 

U
s
e

 s
h

ru
b

s
 o

r tre
e

s
 to

 

s
h

a
d

e
 a

ir c
o

n
d

itio
n

e
rs

 a
n

d
 

in
c

re
a

s
e

 e
ffic

ie
n

c
y
 b

y
 u

p
 

to
 1

0
 p

e
rc

e
n

t. B
e

 c
a

re
fu

l 

n
o

t to
 c

ro
w

d
 o

r p
la

n
t to

o
 

c
lo

s
e

 to
 e

q
u

ip
m

e
n

t.

3
 
E

v
e

rg
re

e
n

s
 k

e
e

p
 th

e
ir 

fo
lia

g
e

 y
e

a
r ro

u
n

d
 a

n
d

 c
a

n
 

h
e

lp
 b

lo
c

k
 w

in
d

 w
h

e
n

 it is
 

h
o

t o
r c

o
ld

.

T
he U

.S
. D

ep
artm

ent o
f E

nerg
y 

estim
ates that trees can red

uce 
energ

y need
s fo

r heating
 and

 
co

o
ling

 b
y 25 p

ercent, and
 three  

w
ell-p

o
sitio

ned
 trees w

ill save the 
averag

e ho
useho

ld
 b

etw
een  

$100 and
 $250 annually.  
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H
o
w

 m
u
c
h
 e

le
c
tric

ity d
id

 yo
u
 u

se
 to

d
a
y?

W
ith our conven

ien
t M

yU
se 

E
n

ergy A
n

alyzer tool, you can
 

easily track your daily electric use 
an

d m
on

itor how
 m

uch m
on

ey you 
spen

d on
 pow

erin
g your hom

e each 
day. T

his in
form

ation
 can

 help you 
becom

e m
ore aw

are of how
 m

uch 
en

ergy you are usin
g, m

akin
g it easier 

to pin
poin

t w
here poten

tial en
ergy 

an
d dollar savin

gs exist. 
V

isit w
w

w
.pec.coop today an

d sign
 

in
 or create an

 on
lin

e accoun
t to start 

checkin
g your use.

O
n

ce you see how
 m

uch en
ergy  

an
d m

on
ey you could possibly be 

savin
g, challen

ge yourself to m
ake 

little chan
ges that can

 add up to big 
savin

gs. Sim
ply turn

in
g m

ore lights 
off, adjustin

g your therm
ostat an

d 
low

erin
g your w

ater heater a few
 

degrees are easy w
ays to save en

ergy 
an

d m
on

ey each m
on

th.

C
heck M

yU
se o

nline at w
w

w
.p

ec.co
o

p
 to

 find
 o

ut

d
aily electric use.

notification of w
hat your 

unb
illed

 use is to d
ate 

help
ing you b

ud
get each 

m
onth. 

p
atterns of high electric use.

fluctuates d
ep

end
ing on the 

tem
p

erature outsid
e. 
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P
ow

er of C
om

m
unity

Yo
u
’re

 g
e
ttin

g
  

c
h
a
rg

e
d
 fo

r th
a
t

O
n

 average, U
.S. hom

es w
aste $

10
0

 a year on
 

“vam
pire pow

er” w
hen

 electron
ics con

tin
ue to use 

pow
er w

hen
 n

ot in
 use. C

hargers for cell phon
es, 

cam
eras an

d laptops are en
ergy vam

pires, as they 
draw

 electricity w
hen

 they are don
e chargin

g.  

stop
 the flow

 of p
ow

er to your electronics w
hen 

they are fully charged
.

avoid
 w

asting energy b
y m

ore than 85 p
ercent.

E
n
e
rg

y-e
ffi

c
ie

n
t  

w
in

d
o
w

 c
o
ve

rin
g
s

1
 

 

2
 

c
o

s
ts

.

3
 

U
sing

 energ
y-efficient interio

r 
w

ind
o

w
 co

vering
s can help

 keep
 

yo
ur ho

m
e co

o
l and

 co
m

fo
rtab

le 
as the tem

p
eratures co

ntinue to
 

rise o
utsid

e. M
aking

 these sim
p

le 
chang

es can help
 shave ab

o
ut $30 

o
ff yo

ur annual electric co
sts.  

D
o

 it
Y

o
u
rse

lf

S
a
vin

g
s

 W
W

W
.P

E
C
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O

O
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O
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8
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P
ed

ernales E
lectric C

oop
erative

A
 m

essage from
 th

e C
E

O
 

on
 a n

ew
 C

oop
erative in

itiative 

C
ooperatives are un

ique organ
ization

s that have a 
special partn

ership w
ith their m

em
bers. A

t P
E

C
, 

you are n
ot just a regular utility custom

er —
 you 

are a m
em

ber-ow
n

er w
ho holds a special fin

an
cial 

in
terest w

ith the C
o-op. 

A
s your electric cooperative, w

e strive to provide 
superior service at a fair cost. W

e have already taken
 

m
easures to low

er our costs, reducin
g our operatin

g 
expen

ses by 10
 percen

t last year. W
e w

ill con
tin

ue 
to reduce operation

al costs. W
e w

ill also focus on
 

reducin
g our cost of pow

er, an
d this is an

 area w
here 

the C
o-op an

d the m
em

bership can
 w

ork together. 
W

hen
 w

e save, you save too, because this is your 
C

o-op.
Pow

er costs accoun
t for the m

ajority of P
E

C
’s total 

operatin
g expen

ses —
 alm

ost 68 percen
t last year. 

A
 large part of the pow

er supply cost is determ
in

ed 
by the am

oun
t of en

ergy used an
d m

axim
um

 level 
of pow

er required durin
g “peak” periods, w

hen
 

m
em

bers are usin
g the greatest am

oun
t of pow

er. 
T

his is w
hen

 electricity is m
ost expen

sive, an
d those 

higher costs m
ust be passed on

 through our pow
er 

cost adjustm
en

t. 
Together, by reducin

g pow
er con

sum
ed durin

g 
“peak” periods, w

e can
 reduce our pow

er supply 

costs. T
hat’s w

hy w
e’re startin

g the Together W
e C

an 
B

eat the Peak program
. T

he program
 serves as an 

opportunity to reduce costs, all w
hile educating our 

com
m

unity about the C
o-op’s peak tim

es of electric 
use and related pow

er supply.  If every m
em

ber shifts 
tw

o kilow
att-hours of electric use to an

 off-peak tim
e 

every day, w
e’ve calculated the C

o-op can
 save m

ore 
than

 $
2 m

illion
 in

 four short m
on

ths! If together 
w

e are able to reduce our pow
er costs, w

e can
 pass 

on
 these savin

gs to you through our pow
er cost 

adjustm
en

t. 
W

e are excited to laun
ch this n

ew
 program

 
an

d look forw
ard to the positive results an

d cost 
reduction

s w
e w

ill achieve together. B
y w

orking 
together to reduce electric dem

and, w
e can low

er our 
pow

er costs and B
eat the Peak.  

Together we can
B

E
AT TH

E
 P

E
A

K

1
8 

T
E

X
A

S
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O
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P
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O
W

E
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R
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A
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E
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E
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u
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P
ow

er of C
om

m
unity

W
h

a
t is

 a
n

 e
n

e
rg

y
 p

e
a

k
? 

A
n energy p

eak occurs w
hen the 

d
em

and
 for electricity on our system

 
is greatest. D

uring our p
eak hours in 

June through S
ep

tem
b

er, b
etw

een  
2 p

.m
. and

 6 p
.m

., the cost of 
energy increases significantly. W

e 
m

ust p
ass these higher costs to you 

through our rates, w
hich im

p
acts 

your m
onthly electric b

ill. B
y sim

p
ly 

shifting or conserving electricity 
d

uring our p
eak tim

es, w
e low

er our 
cost of p

ow
er.

H
o

w
 w

ill w
e

 b
e

n
e

fi
t?

Together, if w
e shift our electric use 

to off-p
eak p

eriod
s w

hen p
ow

er 
costs are low

er, w
e can w

ork to 
avoid

 higher p
ow

er costs. If each 
m

em
b

er w
ould

 shift just tw
o kilow

att 
hours of energy every d

ay d
uring our 

p
eak w

e all stand
 to save m

ore than 
$2 m

illion d
uring the hot sum

m
er 

m
onths. M

ore than 68 p
ercent of 

our op
erating exp

enses are sp
ent on 

p
urchasing p

ow
er, so B

eat the P
eak 

help
s keep

 costs d
ow

n. If together 
w

e are ab
le to shift use and

 red
uce 

our p
ow

er costs, w
e can p

ass on 
savings through our p

ow
er cost 

ad
justm

ent. W
orking together, w

e 
can B

eat the P
eak and

 enjoy the 
collective savings!

H
o

w
 c

a
n

 y
o

u
 g

e
t in

v
o

lv
e

d
?

B
eginning in June, just call, visit an 

office or go to w
w

w
.p

e
c

.c
o

o
p

 to 
enroll in this new

 initiative to help
 

B
eat the P

eak and
 receive em

ail 
and

/or text m
essage rem

ind
ers 

p
eriod

ically.

T
im

e
 is

 m
o

n
e

y
D

u
rin

g
 p

e
a

k
 h

o
u

rs
, w

e
 p

a
y
 

a
p

p
ro

x
im

a
te

ly
 2

.5
 tim

e
s
 m

o
re

 fo
r 

e
le

c
tric

ity

B
eating the p

eak is easier than 
you think! S

im
p

ly m
aking these 

sm
all changes every d

ay can 
ad

d
 up

 to b
ig savings.

A
v
o

id
 u

s
in

g
 y

o
u

r m
a

jo
r 

a
p

p
lia

n
c

e
s
 

B
efore or after our p

eak p
eriod

, 
b

etw
een 2 p

.m
. and

 6 p
.m

., is 
the b

est tim
e to w

ash clothes 
and

 d
ishes. 

R
a

is
e

 y
o

u
r th

e
rm

o
s
ta

t 3
° 

This sm
all ad

justm
ent d

uring 
the sum

m
er w

ill help
 you save, 

m
ost likely w

ithout you even 
feeling the d

ifference. U
se 

ceiling fans to help
 circulate 

air, too.

D
e

la
y
 u

s
in

g
 h

o
t w

a
te

r

W
ater heaters are b

ig energy 
users, so show

er and
 w

ash 
clothes and

 d
ishes d

uring off- 
p

eak p
eriod

s. 

B
eat the
 Peak

O
ur pow

er costs, June —
 Septem

ber
A

s you can see, it costs m
uch less to use electricity d

uring the econom
y and

 norm
al rate p

eriod
s than d

uring the 
p

eak-load
 p

eriod
s. This shift can help

 all of us p
ay low

er p
ow

er costs.
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ow
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u

n
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S
u
n
 b

lo
c
k
 fo

r  
yo

u
r w

in
d
o
w

s
E

xterior solar screen
s help block the sun’s heat an

d 
light from

 absorbin
g through your hom

e’s w
in

dow
s. 

B
lockin

g this absorption
 w

ill m
ake your hom

e feel 
cooler an

d m
ore com

fortable durin
g the sum

m
er—

w
ithout adjustin

g your therm
ostat.  

colors to m
ake your hom

e’s exterior.

you choose, you could
 b

lock b
etw

een 70 and
 90 

p
ercent of the sun’s rays.

E
n
e
rg

y-e
ffi

c
ie

n
t  

so
la

r w
in

d
o
w

 sc
re

e
n
s

1
 

M
e

a
s
u

re
 th

e
 w

id
th

 a
n

d
 

le
n

g
th

 o
f y

o
u

r w
in

d
o

w
 to

 

d
e

te
rm

in
e

 th
e

 s
iz

e
 s

o
la

r 

s
c

re
e

n
 n

e
e

d
e

d
. P

u
rc

h
a

s
e

 

a
 s

c
re

e
n

 to
 th

e
 n

e
a

re
s
t 

s
ix

te
e

n
th

 o
f a

n
 in

c
h

.

2
 

A
s
s
e

m
b

le
 p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

t s
o

la
r 

s
c

re
e

n
 b

y
 c

o
n

n
e

c
tin

g
 

fra
m

e
 a

n
d

 a
tta

c
h

in
g

 

s
c

re
e

n
. L

o
c

a
l h

o
m

e
 

im
p

ro
v
e

m
e

n
t s

to
re

s
 h

a
v
e

 

a
 v

a
rie

ty
 o

f s
c

re
e

n
 c

o
lo

rs
 

a
v
a

ila
b

le
.

3
 
P

la
c

e
 th

e
 a

s
s
e

m
b

le
d

 

s
c

re
e

n
 in

 th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
’s

 

lo
w

e
r c

h
a

n
n

e
l, e

n
s
u

rin
g

 

it fits
. S

n
a

p
 s

o
la

r s
c

re
e

n
s
 

in
to

 p
la

c
e

, re
p

la
c

in
g

 a
n

y
 

e
x
is

tin
g

 s
c

re
e

n
.

A
cco

rd
ing

 to
 the U

.S
. D

ep
artm

ent 
o

f E
nerg

y, exterio
r w

ind
o

w
 shad

ing
 

is the b
est w

ay to
 red

uce heat b
uild

 
up

. S
hield

ing
 w

ind
o

w
s can help

 

red
uce interio

r tem
p

eratures b
y as 

m
uch as 20 d

eg
rees. W

a
tc

h
 h

o
w

 

to
 in

s
ta

ll s
o

la
r s

c
re

e
n

s
 b

y
 v

is
itin

g
 

w
w

w
.p

e
c

.c
o

o
p

.
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To
g
e
th

e
r W

e
 C

a
n
 B

e
a
t th

e
 P

e
a
k
. 

It’s e
a
sie

r th
a
n
 yo

u
 th

in
k
!

w
ith these energy-w

ise tip
s!

B
eat the
 PeakC

ooling your hom
e d

uring the hot 
sum

m
er req

uires q
uite a b

it of energy 
the averag

e air co
nd

itio
ner uses 

m
o

re than 1 kW
h an ho

ur. You can still 
help

 b
eat the p

eak b
y sim

p
ly ad

justing 

conserves electricity w
ithout sacrificing 

com
fort. 

A
s you and

 your fam
ily return hom

e for 
the d

ay, lim
it the num

b
er of lights you 

turn on insid
e your hom

e, and
 alw

ays 
rem

em
b

er to turn the lights off w
hen you 

leave a room
. Yo

u can avo
id

 using
  

.1 kW
h p

er ho
ur d

uring
 the p

eak!

D
elay d

o
ing

 laund
ry until the p

eak is 
o

ver and
 yo

u w
ill avo

id
 using

 m
o

re 
than 5 kW

h d
uring

 o
ur p

eak. Instead
, 

w
ash and

 d
ry clothes in the early 

cold
 w

ater is another sm
art w

ay to  
save energy.

d
ishes. S

hifting
 o

ne lo
ad

 o
f d

ishes w
ill 

save 1 kW
h o

f p
o

w
er p

er ho
ur d

uring
 

o
ur p

eak.
allow

ing d
ishes to air d

ry.

1
2

3
4

your C
o-op

 red
uce p

ow
er costs. B

etw
een 

the p
rice P

E
C

 p
ays for electricity rises 

sharp
ly. B

y shifting use aw
ay from

 these 
hours, w

e can w
ork together to red

uce 
costs. A

nd
 w

hen w
e save, you save too, 

b
ecause P

E
C

 is your C
o-op

.

J
o

in
 th

e
 B

e
a

t th
e

 P
e

a
k

 te
a

m
 to

d
a

y
 a

t 

w
w

w
.p

e
c

.c
o

o
p

. >
>

Together we can
B

eat the Peak
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P
E

C
 jo

in
s F

a
c
e
b
o
o
k
!

A
t your C

o-op, w
e are con

tin
uin

g 
to fin

d n
ew

 w
ays to quickly an

d easily 
com

m
un

icate an
d in

teract w
ith you 

an
d our 20

0
,0

0
0

 other m
em

bers. 
N

ow
 the C

o-op has join
ed 

Facebook, the m
ost popular on

lin
e 

social n
etw

ork. W
ith Facebook, 

you can
 con

n
ect w

ith your C
o-op 

an
d fellow

 m
em

bers, see the 
latest program

s w
e offer an

d learn
 

m
ore about the ben

efits of C
o-op 

m
em

bership. 
Sim

ply search for Pedern
ales C

o-op 
to fin

d us an
d start con

n
ectin

g today!

G
et the latest P

E
C

 new
s, up

d
ates 

and
 inform

ation b
y follow

ing us on 
Faceb

ook, Tw
itter, Linked

In and
 

YouTub
e, or sim

p
ly sub

scrib
e to our 

R
S

S
 feed

.

“Like” us and
 take ad

vantag
e o

f o
ur new

 
so

cial m
ed

ia features
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E
xte

n
d
in

g
 p

o
w

e
r 

sa
fe

ly a
n
d
 e

ffi
c
ie

n
tly

W
hile exten

sion
 cords can

 be in
credibly han

dy 
durin

g hom
e im

provem
en

t projects, they can
 pose 

som
e hazards. C

om
plete sum

m
er projects safely by 

follow
in

g these tips: 
 

p
rojects. C

learly lab
el cord

s “ind
oor” or “ind

oor/
outd

oor.” U
sing an ind

oor cord
 outsid

e can lead
 

to overheating and
 short circuits.

req
uirem

ents vary w
id

ely for household
 tools and

 
d

evices. C
heck each d

evice and
 cord

’s p
ow

er 
rating to avoid

 overload
ing.

In
sta

llin
g
 lo

w
-fl

o
w

 
sh

o
w

e
rh

e
a
d
s

1
 

T
u

rn
 o

ff w
a

te
r a

n
d

 u
n

s
c

re
w

 

o
ld

 s
h

o
w

e
rh

e
a

d
. T

a
k

e
 

n
o

te
 o

f w
h

e
th

e
r y

o
u

r 

s
h

o
w

e
rh

e
a

d
 d

o
e

s
 o

r d
o

e
s
 

n
o

t h
a

v
e

 th
re

a
d

s
.

2
 

F
o

r m
a

x
im

u
m

 e
ffic

ie
n

c
y
, 

p
u

rc
h

a
s
e

 a
 lo

w
-flo

w
 

s
h

o
w

e
rh

e
a

d
 w

ith
 a

 flo
w

 

ra
te

 o
f le

s
s
 th

a
n

  

2
.5

 g
a

llo
n

s
 p

e
r m

in
u

te
. B

e
 

s
u

re
 to

 c
h

e
c

k
 if th

re
a

d
s
 

m
a

tc
h

.

3
 
In

s
ta

ll n
e

w
 lo

w
-flo

w
 

fix
tu

re
. T

u
rn

 w
a

te
r o

n
, 

c
h

e
c

k
 fo

r a
 p

ro
p

e
r s

e
a

l 

a
n

d
 s

ta
rt c

o
n

s
e

rv
in

g
 w

a
te

r 

a
n

d
 e

n
e

rg
y
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly

!

Lo
w

-flo
w

 sho
w

erhead
s red

uce ho
t 

w
ater use, w

hich can save yo
u 

m
o

ney o
n yo

ur electric b
ill. If yo

ur 
sho

w
erhead

s are m
o

re than 20 

years o
ld

, co
nsid

er rep
lacing

 them
. 

Yo
u can p

urchase a q
uality versio

n 
fo

r as little as $20 and
 achieve 

w
ater saving

s o
f 25 to

 60 p
ercent.  
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H
o
w

 m
u

c
h

 e
n

e
rg

y a
re

 yo
u

 u
sin

g
?

 

O
ur conven

ien
t on

lin
e con

servation
 

an
d en

ergy m
an

agem
en

t tool, M
yU

se 
E

n
ergy A

n
alyzer, con

tin
ues to be a 

success w
ith C

o-op m
em

bers! W
ith 

M
yU

se, you can
 easily track your daily 

electric use an
d m

on
itor how

 m
uch 

m
on

ey you spen
d on

 pow
erin

g your 
hom

e each day.
O

n
ce you see how

 m
uch en

ergy 
an

d m
on

ey you could possibly be 
savin

g, challen
ge yourself to m

ake 
little chan

ges that can
 add up to big 

savin
gs. Sim

ply turn
in

g m
ore lights 

off, adjustin
g your therm

ostat an
d 

low
erin

g your w
ater heater a few

 
degrees are easy w

ays to save en
ergy 

an
d m

on
ey each m

on
th.

 

D
ate 

 
 

C
harge 

kW
h

7/31/2011 
 

$9.50  
90

8/1/2011 
 

$7.94  
74

8/2/2011 
 

$7.75  
72

8/3/2011 
 

$7.85  
73

8/4/2011 
 

$9.98  
95

8/5/2011 
 

$8.62  
81

8/6/2011 
 

$7.94  
74 

8/7/2011 
 

$7.85  
73

8/8/2011 
 

$10.28 
98

M
yU

se offers a variety of reports, including unbilled, 
last billed and historical use.

J
o

in
 u

s
 o

n
 o

u
r s

o
la

r h
o

m
e

 to
u

r!

 
S

a
tu

rd
a
y, O

c
t. 1

  
 

G
u

id
e
 to

 g
o
in

g
 so

la
r 

1
0
:3

0
 a

.m
. —

 N
o

o
n

 

P
E

C
’s

 O
a

k
 H

ill O
ffic

e
  

9
1
1
5
 C

irc
le

 D
riv

e
, A

u
s
tin

, T
X

 
 

S
e
lf-g

u
id

e
d

 h
o
m

e
 to

u
r 

N
o

o
n

 —
 6

 p
.m

.
C

h
e

c
k

 w
w

w
.p

e
c

.c
o

o
p

 fo
r h

o
m

e
 d

ire
c

tio
n

s
 

a
n

d
 m

o
re

 d
e

ta
ils

!

H
o
w

 o
fte

n
 a

re
 

yo
u

 c
h

e
c
k
in

g
 

yo
u

r u
se

?

10,000 m
em

b
ers 

M
yU

se
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e
p
o
rts
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Yo
u
r te

e
n
 c

o
u
ld

 w
in

 a
 trip

 
to

 o
u
r n

a
tio

n
’s c

a
p
ita

l!

Share it w
ith us and you  

could w
in a w

eek-long trip to

Visit w
w

w
.pec.coop, any  

PEC office or contact your  
school for m

ore details!

Arlington N
ational Cem

etery 
U.S.M

.C. W
ar M

em
orial 

Capitol Hill 
U.S. Suprem

e Court 
Lincoln M

em
orial 

Tom
b of the Unknow

ns 

Vietnam
 Veterans M

em
orial 

M
ount Vernon 

W
ashington N

ational Cathedral 
Sm

ithsonian Institution 
W

orld W
ar II M

em
orial

2011 Youth Tour w
inners visited several 

historic sites, including:

P
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S
trip

 a
w

a
y e

xtra
 

e
n
e
rg

y c
o
sts

Sw
itchin

g pow
er strips off can

 help you con
serve 

en
ergy an

d save m
on

ey by cuttin
g off pow

er to 
“en

ergy vam
pires” —

 hom
e electron

ics that con
tin

ue 
to draw

 en
ergy even

 w
hen

 they are n
ot in

 use. Pow
er 

strips are useful for several devices, in
cludin

g:   

 
and

 p
rinters 

M
a
in

ta
in

 a
n
 e

ffi
c
ie

n
t  

w
a
te

r h
e
a
te

r

1
 

T
h

o
u

g
h

 y
o

u
r ta

n
k

 lo
o

k
s
 

n
o

rm
a

l o
n

 th
e

 o
u

ts
id

e
, 

s
e

d
im

e
n

t b
u

ild
u

p
 in

s
id

e
 

c
a

n
 m

a
k

e
 y

o
u

r w
a

te
r 

h
e

a
te

r w
o

rk
 h

a
rd

e
r. 

R
e

m
o

v
in

g
 s

e
d

im
e

n
t c

a
n

 

c
o

n
s
e

rv
e

 e
n

e
rg

y
.

2
 

L
o

w
e

r y
o

u
r w

a
te

r h
e

a
te

r 

te
m

p
e

ra
tu

re
 a

n
d

 s
a

v
e

. 

F
o

r e
a

c
h

 1
0
°F

 re
d

u
c

tio
n

, 

y
o

u
 c

a
n

 s
a

v
e

 3
–
5
 p

e
rc

e
n

t 

in
 e

n
e

rg
y
 c

o
s
ts

. T
h

e
 

re
c

o
m

m
e

n
d

e
d

 h
e

a
te

r 

s
e

ttin
g

 is
 1

2
0
°F

.

3
 
In

s
ta

llin
g

 a
 tim

e
r h

e
lp

s
 

s
a

v
e

 e
n

e
rg

y
 b

y
 tu

rn
in

g
 o

ff 

y
o

u
r w

a
te

r h
e

a
te

r w
h

e
n

 

y
o

u
’re

 n
o

t u
s
in

g
 it —

 s
u

c
h

 

a
s
 o

v
e

rn
ig

h
t o

r w
h

ile
 

y
o

u
’re

 o
n

 v
a

c
a

tio
n

.
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P
ed

ernales E
lectric C

oop
erative
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W
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.P

E
C

.C
O

O
P

 
 P

O
W

E
R

 IN
T

E
R

R
U

P
T

IO
N

S
: 1

-8
8

8
-8

8
3

-3
3

7
9
  

If your teen shares it w
ith us, they could w

in a 
w

eek-long trip to

The deadline to enter is O
ct. 24!

Visit w
w

w.pec.coop/youthtour, any PEC offi ce or 
contact your school for m

ore details. 
Q

uestions? Em
ail youthtour@

peci.com
.
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n
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c
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e
e
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2
0

1
1

 P
a

rtn
e

rs
 in

 L
e

a
rn

in
g

 re
c

ip
ie

n
ts

 
E

d
ucational P

artners

                                              O
c
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b

e
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0
11  P

E
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P
ow

er of C
om

m
unity

D
o
n
’t le

t m
o
n
e
y slip

 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 c

ra
c
k
s

In
sulation

 provides a barrier again
st heat flow

, 
effectively keepin

g w
arm

 or cold air out. T
he m

ore 
heat flow

 resistan
ce your in

sulation
 provides, the 

low
er your coolin

g an
d w

arm
in

g costs w
ill be. C

heck 
your attic in

sulation
 an

d con
sider replacin

g it if it’s 
com

pressed or w
ater dam

aged.  

Te
stin

g
 fo

r a
ir le

a
k
s 

a
n
d
 d

ra
fts

1
 

F
e

e
l a

ro
u

n
d

 w
in

d
o

w
s
 a

n
d

 

d
o

o
r fra

m
e

s
 w

ith
 y

o
u

r 

h
a

n
d

s
. If y

o
u

 fe
e

l c
o

ld
 o

r 

h
o

t o
u

ts
id

e
 a

ir, y
o

u
 s

h
o

u
ld

 

s
e

a
l th

a
t a

re
a

.

2
 

A
t n

ig
h

t, s
h

in
e

 a
 fla

s
h

lig
h

t 

o
v
e

r a
ll p

o
te

n
tia

l g
a

p
s
 

w
h

ile
 a

 p
a

rtn
e

r o
b

s
e

rv
e

s
 

fro
m

 th
e

 o
th

e
r s

id
e

. L
ig

h
t 

w
ill s

h
in

e
 th

ro
u

g
h

 la
rg

e
 

c
ra

c
k

s
.

3
 
S

h
u

t a
 d

o
o

r o
r w

in
d

o
w

 o
n

 

a
 p

ie
c

e
 o

f p
a

p
e

r. If y
o

u
 c

a
n

 

p
u

ll th
e

 p
a

p
e

r o
u

t w
ith

o
u

t 

te
a

rin
g

 it, y
o

u
 a

re
 w

a
s
tin

g
 

e
n

e
rg

y
.

P
ro

p
erly sealing

 cracks and
 

o
p

ening
s in yo

ur ho
m

e can 
sig

nificantly red
uce heating

 and
 

co
o

ling
 co

sts, im
p

ro
ve b

uild
ing

 

d
urab

ility and
 create a healthier 

ind
o

o
r enviro

nm
ent. V

isit 
w

w
w

.p
ec.co

o
p

/tip
s fo

r m
o

re 
d

o
-it-yo

urself id
eas and

 vid
eo

s. 
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Pedern
ales E

lectric C
ooperative 

proudly w
elcom

ed C
o-op m

em
bers 

an
d guests atten

din
g our O

ct. 1 
H

ill C
oun

try Solar Tour. T
he even

t, 
held in

 partn
ership w

ith the Texas 
{�
��	Q

�
����	{�������	�

��	���	����	
of its kin

d for P
E

C
 an

d featured 
solar in

stallation
s in

 O
ak H

ill an
d 

D
rippin

g Sprin
gs, plus education

al 
presen

tation
s from

 the C
o-op an

d 
C

athy R
edson

 of Im
agin

eSolar.
T

he tour highlighted solar 
in

stallation
s at four P

E
C

 m
em

bers’ 
hom

es, plus com
m

ercial in
stallation

s 
��	@

Q



>�	8
�+	|

�

	8
����	��

�	���	
W

esley G
allery in

 D
rippin

g Sprin
gs. 

T
he tour kicked off at the C

o-op’s O
ak 

|
�

	8

�����	�
����	}

�������	~	}
�������	

an
d B

oard V
ice P

residen
t C

hris Perry 
greeted m

em
bers an

d guests.

“W
ith this even

t, w
e are con

tin
uin

g 
the great tradition

 of electric co-ops 
assistin

g our m
em

bers,” Perry said.
P

E
C

 D
istrict P

lan
n

in
g Supervisor 

G
eorge E

squeda offered in
sight in

to 
the C

o-op’s in
tercon

n
ection

 process 
�

��
�	^
�����

	���
���
��	���	���

����	��	
solar techn

ology.
“Texas ran

ks N
o. 1 in

 the U
.S. in

 
solar en

ergy poten
tial, an

d I am
 

thrilled as a P
E

C
 m

em
ber to see m

y 
C

o-op reachin
g out to educate an

d 
support the use of this techn

ology,” 
R

edson
 said.

M
em

bers an
d guests then

 con
tin

ued 
on

 the self-guided tour. K
en

 an
d 

D
eborah Stedm

an
, w

hose 6 kilow
att 

(K
W

) solar in
stallation

 w
as featured 

on
 the tour, w

ere proud to show
case 

their con
servation

 efforts.

“E
n

ergy con
servation

 is extrem
ely 

im
portan

t to us,” said M
rs. Stedm

an
. 

“R
educed en

ergy costs helped m
ake 

our buyin
g this house a reality.”

Sin
ce Jan

uary, the C
o-op has 

experien
ced a 33 percen

t boost in
 

in
tercon

n
ection

s, w
ith 30

 m
em

bers 
in

stallin
g pow

er-gen
eration

 system
s 

on
 their properties, 23 of w

hich utilize 
solar pow

er. T
his grow

th m
irrors state 

an
d n

ation
al tren

ds, as in
dividuals 

look to ren
ew

able techn
ology to help 

reduce their electric dem
an

d.
“T

he H
ill C

oun
try Solar Tour served 

as a great opportun
ity to n

etw
ork 

w
ith in

dustry experts an
d educate 

P
E

C
 m

em
bers an

d the com
m

un
ity,” 

said P
E

C
 C

om
m

un
ication

s M
an

ager 
M

ichael R
acis.  

Solar Tour 
H

ill Country
C

o
-o

p
’s

 firs
t 

s
o

la
r to

u
r d

ra
w

s
 

im
p

re
s
s
iv

e
 c

ro
w

d

M
em

bers learn about solar energy on the tour. This location incorporated solar film
 into the carport roofing. 
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A
n
 e

n
e
rg

y-sa
vin

g
 

se
c
u
rity b

la
n
k
e
t

H
eatin

g an
d coolin

g accoun
t for m

ore than
 

50
 percen

t of en
ergy costs in

 the average U
.S. 

hom
e. You can

 save 1 percen
t on

 your electric bill 
for every 1° you low

er your therm
ostat durin

g 
an

 eight hour period. Turn
 it dow

n
 an

d stay 
com

fortably w
arm

 w
ith an

 electric blan
ket.  

of electricity, costing as little as 8 cents for 
every eight hours of use.

F
ire

p
la

c
e
 e

ffi
c
ie

n
c
y

1
 

K
e

e
p

 th
e

 fire
p

la
c

e
 d

a
m

p
e

r 

c
lo

s
e

d
 u

n
le

s
s
 a

 fire
 is

 

g
o

in
g

. L
e

a
v
in

g
 th

e
 d

a
m

p
e

r 

o
p

e
n

 a
llo

w
s
 a

s
 m

u
c

h
 a

s
  

8
 p

e
rc

e
n

t o
f h

e
a

te
d

 a
ir  

to
 e

s
c

a
p

e
.

2
 

A
d

d
 c

a
u

lk
in

g
 a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 

fire
p

la
c

e
 h

e
a

rth
 to

 p
re

v
e

n
t 

a
ir le

a
k

s
. A

ls
o

, c
h

e
c

k
 th

e
 

s
e

a
l o

n
 th

e
 fire

p
la

c
e

 flu
e

 

d
a

m
p

e
r, m

a
k

in
g

 s
u

re
 it is

 

a
s
 s

n
u

g
 a

s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
.

3
 
K

e
e

p
 g

la
s
s
 d

o
o

rs
 c

lo
s
e

d
 to

 

a
v
o

id
 e

v
e

n
 m

o
re

 h
e

a
t lo

s
s
. 

If y
o

u
 d

o
n

’t h
a

v
e

 g
la

s
s
 

d
o

o
rs

 o
n

 y
o

u
r fire

p
la

c
e

, 

c
o

n
s
id

e
r in

s
ta

llin
g

 th
e

m
.

F
irep

laces can allo
w

 heated
 

air to
 escap

e, letting
 co

ld
 air 

seep
 into

 yo
ur ho

m
e. P

ro
p

erly 
m

aintain yo
ur firep

lace and
 

enjo
y red

uced
 heating

 co
sts. 

V
isit w
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o
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 w
atch ad
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nal d
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t c
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both en

ergy efficien
t an

d safe:   

U
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 2, 2011 
TO: All PEC-area papers  
MEDIA CONTACT: Kay Jarvis, (830) 868-4961 
 
Six high school students win PEC Youth Tour  Contest, tr ip to Washington, D.C. 
 Six area students have been selected as winners of Pedernales Electric’s 2012 Youth Tour essay contest 

and will tour historic sites and meet local political representatives in Washington, D.C., June 14–22, 2012. 

The contest winners representing PEC’s service area include: Cambria Sawyer, Dripping Springs High 

School; Katelyn Kelsey, Jack C. Hays High School; Dione Cantera and Jameson Pitts, Lago Vista High 

School; and Stephen Hall and Jillian Maw, Leander High School. 

 Nearly 600 students wrote essays for the contest, which also required them to develop Green Works 

initiatives for their schools, communities or organizations while incorporating a variety of conservation and 

green-living ideas. The Co-op also encouraged students to include social media tools in their plans. 

     PEC’s Green Works initiative was established in 2007 and represents the Co-op’s ongoing effort to 

advance environmental responsibility, conservation activities and the use of renewable technologies. 

 “Students did an outstanding job this year and shared really innovative ideas that would benefit their — 

and the Co-op’s — communities,” said PEC Community Relations Manager Toni Reyes. “We were all very 

impressed by their thoughtful and creative initiatives, which ranged from green building design to excavating 

and recycling trash from the waters of the Pacific.” 
 Twelve student finalists were selected to present their essays at the Lower Colorado River Authority 

Redbud Center on Nov. 19. An independent panel of judges selected the six students who will join winners 

from other electric co-ops across the country on the expense-paid June 2012 trip.  

     The Youth Tour Contest was established by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association in 

1964, and PEC has participated for 30 years. Almost 1,500 young people now make the trip to Washington 

each year as a result of the nationwide electric cooperative sponsorship.

Learn more about the contest and watch a video of this year’s winners at www.pec.coop/youthtour. 

-30- 

  

     The six alternates include: Ann Romero, Dripping Springs High School; Kaygan Nielson, Jack C. Hays 

High School; Caroline Bricker and Bailey Brown, Lago Vista High School; and Amanda Franks and Karrie 

Hazelwood, Leander High School. One of these students will participate in the event that one of the 

winners cannot attend the June trip. 

l_coleman
Text Box
         Attachment 10
Youth Tour Essay Contest



Photograph: 

 

Photograph caption:  

Six local students were announced as winners of PEC’s 2012 Youth Tour essay contest on Nov. 19 at the 
Lower Colorado River Authority Redbud Center and will join other electric co-op contest winners from 
across the country on a June 2012 trip to Washington, D.C. They are shown with the judges who selected 
them as winners from among 12 finalists and 600 applicants. Pictured in the front row (l to r) are judges 
Sarah Page with LCRA’s Community and Economic Development team, Kevin Clark with Austin 
Community College and Linda Kaye Rogers, former Youth Tour chaperone. The six Youth Tour winners 
are pictured in the back row (l to r): Jameson Pitts, Lago Vista High School; Stephen Hall, Leander High 
School; Katelyn Kelsey, Jack C. Hays High School; Jillian Maw, Leander High School; Dione Cantera, Lago 
Vista High School; and Cambria Sawyer, Dripping Springs High School. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE               April 11, 2011 
TO: All PEC-area media 
CONTACT: Anne Harvey, (830) 868-4933; Austin line, (512) 219-2602 
 
PEC invites members to Earth Day open houses 

As part of Pedernales Electric Cooperative’s longstanding commitment to serving as responsible stewards of 

the environment, PEC encourages our members and employees to conserve electricity and natural 

resources. 

This month, as Earth Day approaches, the Cooperative will host Earth Day open houses at PEC offices 

in Bertram, Canyon Lake, Cedar Park, Junction, Kyle, Liberty Hill, Marble Falls, Oak Hill and at PEC’s 

headquarters in Johnson City. These open houses will be on Wednesday, April 20, from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

All members are invited to attend and are welcome to bring their kids along to enjoy cookies, popcorn 

and beverages. While the children use a free box of crayons to decorate coloring sheets, members will 

receive complimentary CFLs and learn simple ways to conserve resources.  

Members will have the opportunity to complete an Earth Day Challenge Action Card, and by doing so 

they will be entered into drawings every half hour for $50 Give-A-Watt gift checks which they can use 

toward their PEC bills. Entering the drawing is easy and free; members simply write on an action card what 

conservation measures they will take to reduce their electric use at home. 

“PEC’s focus on conservation is strong and committed,” said PEC’s Community Relations Manager 

Toni Reyes. “We provide members with rebate opportunities and money-saving conservation ideas to make 

their homes more energy efficient. We encourage members to stop by PEC’s offices during these open 

houses and learn how they can save money.” 

-30- 

l_coleman
Text Box
        Attachment 12
Earth Day Open Houses



 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 1, 2011 
TO: All PEC-area newspapers 
MEDIA CONTACT: Anne Harvey, (830) 868-4933; Austin line, (512) 219-2602 
 
PEC encourages members to join new “Beat the Peak” program  

As part of Pedernales Electric Cooperative’s ongoing effort to reduce costs, PEC is starting a program called 

Together We Can Beat the Peak. Through this voluntary program, the Cooperative will work with its members to 

establish a clear understanding of how the price PEC pays for electricity fluctuates and peaks between 2-6 p.m. 

from June through September. This is when demand for electricity is greatest, and PEC encourages members to 

help reduce power costs. 

PEC has been taking successful steps to lower costs and reduced operating expenses by 10 percent in 2010. 

PEC is also looking to lower costs by working to reduce what the Co-op spends on power; last year the cost of 

power accounted for 68 percent of PEC’s total operating expenses. A large portion of the power supply cost is 

determined by the amount of energy used and maximum level of power required during peak periods, when 

members are using the greatest amount of power and when electricity costs the most. 

 By working together, PEC and its members can Beat the Peak by reducing the power consumed during peak 

periods, which for PEC is from 2-6 p.m. and consequently reduce power supply costs with simple steps such as: 

 Raise the thermostat in your home by 3 degrees. 

 Shift your use of hot water away from the peak-demand hours. 

 Avoid using major appliances between the peak hours of 2-6 p.m. 

The Beat the Peak program serves as an opportunity to reduce PEC’s costs while educating members about the Co-

op’s peak times of electric use. If every member shifts two kilowatt-hours of electric use to an off-peak time every 

day, PEC estimates it can save more than $2 million between June and September. If together, the membership and 

the Co-op succeed in reducing its power costs, PEC can pass these savings on to members.  

“PEC has a special partnership with its members-owners because they hold a financial interest with the Co-op,” 

said PEC’s Chief Executive Officer RB Sloan. “I encourage our members to join the Beat the Peak team and help 

us reduce our costs. When we save, our members save too, because this is their Co-op.” 

The Beat the Peak program began June 1, and members who are interested in being a part of the Beat the Peak 

team can join online, over the phone or at any PEC office. More detailed information about the Beat the Peak 

program is available at www.pec.coop. 

-30- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 10, 2011 
TO: Wimberley-area newspapers 
MEDIA CONTACT: Anne Harvey, (830) 868-4933; (830) 992-9976 (mobile)  
 
Energy efficiency focus of Oct. 27 PEC forum in Woodcreek 

Pedernales Electric Cooperative members and the general public are invited to attend the Co-op’s conservation 

forum in Woodcreek on Thursday, Oct. 27, from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

PEC conservation staff will be on hand to give demonstrations and provide insight on energy efficient practices 

such as caulking, weather-stripping and insulation. Information about the Co-op’s rebate programs will also be 

available for review. Forum attendees will receive a free compact fluorescent lightbulb and also can enter drawings 

to win a home-weatherization kit, a water-heater timer and one of two $50 Give-A-Watt gift checks that can be 

used to pay PEC bills. The Co-op also will provide light refreshments. 

“This is a great way for us to engage face-to-face with our members and have productive discussions about 

cost-effective conservation practices,” said PEC Community Relations Manager Toni Reyes. “Hopefully, folks 

coming out to the forum will be able to take the information they get and use it to reduce their electric use and save 

money.” 

The forum will be held at Woodcreek City Hall, which is located at 41 Champions Circle in Woodcreek. 

Questions about the forum may be directed to PEC Conservation Supervisor Joe Paramo at 1-888-554-4732, Ext. 

5246. 

-30- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 1, 2011 
TO: All PEC-area newspapers 
MEDIA CONTACT: Kay Jarvis, (830) 868-4961; (830) 265-8250 (mobile)  
 
First Hill Country Solar Tour a success, educates and entertains PEC members 

Pedernales Electric Cooperative proudly welcomed Co-op members and guests attending Saturday’s Hill Country 

Solar Tour. The event, held in partnership with the Texas Solar Energy Society, was the first of its kind for PEC 

and featured residential and commercial solar installations in Oak Hill and Dripping Springs, plus educational 

presentations from Co-op representatives and Cathy Redson of ImagineSolar. 

The tour highlighted solar installations at four PEC members’ homes, plus commercial installations at PEC’s 

Oak Hill Office and the Wesley Gallery in Dripping Springs. The tour kicked off at the Co-op’s Oak Hill Office, 

where District 4 Director and Board Vice President Chris Perry greeted members and guests. 

“With this event, we are continuing the great tradition of electric cooperatives assisting our members,” Perry 

said. 

PEC District Planning Supervisor George Esqueda offered insight into the Co-op’s interconnection process 

while Redson explained the benefits of solar technology. 

“Texas ranks No. 1 in the U.S. in solar energy potential, and I am thrilled as a PEC member to see my Co-op 

reaching out to educate and support the use of this technology,” said Redson, who gave an educational presentation 

on the history of photovoltaics and on solar installations. “Solar is reliable, safe and adds value to your home.” 

Members and guests then continued on a self-guided solar tour. Ken and Deborah Stedman, whose 6 KW solar 

installation was featured on the tour, were proud to showcase their conservation efforts. 

“Energy conservation is extremely important to us,” said Deborah Stedman. “Reduced energy costs helped 

make our buying this house a reality.” 

Since January, the Co-op has experienced a 33 percent boost in interconnections, with 30 members installing 

power-generation systems on their properties, 23 of which utilize solar power. This growth mirrors both state and 

national trends, as individuals look to renewable technology to help reduce their electric demand.  

“The Co-op has seen a definite increase in interconnections and member interest in solar technology,” said PEC 

Communications Manager Michael Racis. “The Hill Country Solar Tour served as a great opportunity to network 

with industry experts and educate PEC members and the community.”  

For more details about the Hill Country Solar Tour, visit www.pec.coop/solar. 

 

 

(MORE) 
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ADD ONE — First Hill Country Solar Tour a success, educates and entertains PEC members 

 

Photo 1 caption  

Hill Country Solar Tour guests check out the 3.6 KW solar installation at PEC’s Oak Hill Office. 

 

Photo 2 caption  

More than 135 guests listen to educational presentations from PEC District Planning Supervisor George Esqueda 

and Cathy Redson of ImagineSolar. 

 

Photo 3 caption  

PEC District 4 Director and Board Vice President Chris Perry greets guests at the first Hill Country Solar Tour. 

 

Photo 4 caption  

Cathy Redson of ImagineSolar educates tour guests on the history and benefits of solar technology. 

 

Photo 5 caption 

Hill Country Solar Tour guests learn more about a featured solar installation. This 1 KW photovoltaic system is 

discreetly installed on top of a backyard pergola. 

 

 

-30- 
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Page 1 of 6  Revised and Board approved  6/21/08  

Interconnection Policy For Small Generators 
 
Rules and Regulations for Small Power Generation and Cogeneration 
 

A. Applicability 
 

This policy shall apply to the interconnection and parallel operation of all 
qualifying power generating installations having a design capacity of 20 kilowatts 
or less as well as to electric utility service to such generating installations.  If any 
part of these sections shall be in conflict with any other provision of the 
Cooperative’s Business Rules, these sections shall control.  Purchases of 
electricity from the Member shall be covered by a separate agreement. 

 
B. Obtaining Interconnection 

 
The following are conditions precedent to any obligation of the Cooperative to 
interconnect or provide any form of electric utility service.  Any person owning or 
operating a qualifying power generating installation (hereafter “Member”) and 
desiring to interconnect with the Cooperative’s system shall: 

 
1. Comply with Policy 

 
Apply for interconnection, provide an easement satisfactory to the 
Cooperative, and otherwise comply with the policy of the Cooperative. 

 
2. Interconnection Study 

 
An interconnection study will be required from all generating equipment 
greater than 20 KW.  The Cooperative shall perform the study under 
reasonable terms and conditions agreed upon by both the customer and 
the Cooperative and at the customer’s sole expense.  These installations 
shall be done in accordance with its specific agreement. 

 
3. Provide Information 

 
At least 60 days in advance of interconnection, Member shall submit a 
plan showing the electrical design of the generating installation including 
equipment for interconnection with the Cooperative’s system.  Member 
shall also provide such additional information as may be required by the 
Cooperative.  In the event Member’s plan involves the use of non-
standard equipment or design techniques, the Cooperative may require 
such plan to be approved by a registered professional engineer.  Any 
review or acceptance of such plan by the Cooperative does not 
guarantee the adequacy of Member’s equipment to perform its intended 
function.  The Cooperative disclaims any expertise or special knowledge 
relating to the design or performance of generating installations and 
does not warrant the efficiency, cost effectiveness, safety, durability, or 
reliability of generating installations. 

 
4. Pay for Extension of Cooperative’s Facilities 

 
Comply with conditions for extension of the Cooperative’s distribution 
system as may be determined by the Cooperative in accordance with the 
following extension policy: 
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Page 2 of 6  Revised and Board approved  6/21/08  

If an extension of Cooperative’s distribution system is required for 
delivery or receipt of electric energy to or from a generating installation, 
whether or not in conjunction with another use, the Cooperative shall 
exercise prudent judgment in determining the conditions under which 
such extension will be made.  Each case shall be viewed individually 
considering (1) cost to provide service, (2) longevity of the load, (3) 
annual load factor, (4) possibility of other loads developing along the 
proposed line extension, (5) longevity, capacity, and dependability of the 
installation, and (6) compatibility with planned system improvements. 

 
The Cooperative may require Member to pay a contribution in aid-of-
construction, advance for construction, or increased annual or monthly 
minimums, and may require a contract term of up to five years. 
 

5. Provide Liability Insurance 
 

Member shall carry satisfactory liability insurance including contractual 
liability insurance covering indemnity agreements which insures Member 
against all claims for property damage and for personal injury or death 
arising out of, resulting from or in any manner connected with the 
installation, operation, and maintenance of the Member’s generating 
equipment.  The Member shall continue to maintain insurance as 
required by the Cooperative for the interconnection and shall provide 
proof of such insurance to the Cooperative at its request.   

 
6. Sign Contract 
 

Sign and deliver to the Cooperative an Agreement for Interconnection 
and Parallel Operation of Cogeneration or Small Power Production 
Installation: 20 kW or Less.   

 
7. Complete Construction 

 
Construct the power generating installation and install a disconnect 
switch and other protective equipment as may be required by the 
Cooperative to protect its personnel, facilities, and operations. 

 
8. Comply with Laws 

 
Comply with applicable Federal, State, and Local laws, ordinances, and 
regulations applicable to power generating installations. 

 
9. Notify Cooperative 
 

Notify the Cooperative in writing at least thirty (30) days in advance of 
energizing the small power generating installation and permit the 
Cooperative to inspect and test protective equipment. 

 
10. Eliminate Conditions Preventing Interconnection 

 
In the event that it comes to the attention of the Cooperative that there 
are conditions preventing safe interconnection and proper parallel 
operation, it shall notify Member and Member shall not interconnect 
and/or initiate parallel operation until such conditions are corrected and 
Member has provided at least ten (10) days written notice to the 
Cooperative. 
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Page 3 of 6  Revised and Board approved  6/21/08  

 
In the event, following interconnection, that conditions arise that would 
preclude operation, the Cooperative shall request disconnection or 
disconnect the Member until the conditions preventing interconnection 
are corrected. 

 
 

C. Parallel Operation 
 

1. Installation 
 

With the exception of only the Cooperative’s meter(s), the Member shall 
own and be solely responsible for all expense, installation, maintenance, 
and operation of the power generating installation at and beyond the 
point where Member’s conductors contact Cooperative’s conductors.  
The Member’s generating installation shall be designed and installed in 
accordance with applicable codes, regulations, and prudent engineering 
practices. 

 
2. Self Protected Generating Installation 

 
The Member will furnish, install, operate, and maintain in good order and 
repair all equipment necessary for the safe operation of the power 
generating installation in parallel with the Cooperative’s electric 
distribution system.  The equipment will have the capability to both 
establish and maintain synchronism with the Cooperative’s system and 
to automatically disconnect and isolate the generating installation from 
the Cooperative’s system due to either a malfunction of the power 
generating installation or loss of power on the Cooperative’s system. 
 
The Member’s power generating installation will also be designed, 
installed, and maintained to be self-protected from normal and abnormal 
conditions in the Cooperative’s electric distribution system.  The 
conditions for which the power generating installation shall be self-
protected shall include, but not be limited to, overvoltage, undervoltage, 
overcurrent, frequency deviation, and faults.  The self protection will be 
compatible with the Cooperative’s system protection arrangements and 
operating policies. 

 
Specialized protective functions may be required by the Cooperative 
when, in the sole judgment of the Cooperative, the particular generating 
installation characteristics and/or distribution system characteristics so 
warrant. 

 
3. Quality of Service 

 
Member’s generating installation will generate power at the nominal 
voltage of the Cooperative’s electric distribution system at the Member’s 
delivery point plus or minus five percent (5%) at the nominal system 
frequency of 60 Hz or minus one half (1/2) Hz.  Member shall generate at 
a power factor that is as near one hundred percent (100%) as is 
practicable.  In the event that the power factor is less than ninety percent 
(90%) lagging or leading, the Member will provide proper power factor 
correction (within ten percent (10%) of unity) or reimburse the 
Cooperative for the cost of any necessary correction.   
The overall quality of the power provided by Member including, but not 
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limited to, the effects of harmonic distortion, voltage regulation, voltage 
flicker, switching surges, and power factor, will be such that the 
Cooperative’s electric distribution system is not adversely affected in any 
manner.  In the event that adverse effects are caused in whole or in part 
by Member’s power generating installation, the Member will correct the 
cause of such effects or reimburse the Cooperative for the cost of any 
required correction. 

 
4. Safety Disconnect 

 
The Member shall provide and install, at the Member’s expense, a visible 
break disconnect switch.  The disconnect switch will be located so as to 
be readily accessible to Cooperative personnel in a location acceptable 
to both the Member and the Cooperative.  It shall be the type of switch 
which can be secured in an open position by a Cooperative padlock.  
The Cooperative shall have the right to lock the switch open whenever, 
in the judgment of the Cooperative, (1) it is necessary to maintain safe 
electrical operating or maintenance conditions, (2) the Member’s power 
generating installation adversely affects the Cooperative’s electric 
distribution system, or (3) there is a system emergency or other 
abnormal operating condition which warrants disconnection. 
 
The Cooperative reserves the right to operate the disconnect for the 
protection of the Cooperative’s system even if it affects Member’s power 
generating installation.  In the event the Cooperative opens and closes 
the disconnect switch, it shall not be responsible for energization or 
restoration of parallel operation of the generating installation.  The 
Cooperative will make reasonable efforts to notify the Member in the 
event the disconnect switch has been opened.  The Member will not 
bypass the disconnect switch at any time for any reason. 

 
5. Access 

 
Persons authorized by the Cooperative will have the right to enter the 
Member’s property for the purpose of operating or inspecting the 
automatic disconnect switch, the manual disconnect switch, or the 
metering.  Such entry onto the Member’s property may be without notice.  
If the Member erects or maintains locked gates or other barriers, the 
Member will furnish the Cooperative with convenient means to 
circumvent the barrier for access to the disconnect switch and meter(s). 

 
6. Modifications of Cooperative System 

 
In the event that it is necessary at the time of initial interconnection or at 
some future time for the Cooperative to modify its electric distribution 
system in order to accommodate the Member’s output, the Member will 
reimburse the Cooperative for all just and reasonable costs of 
modifications which are allocable to the Member’s small power 
generating installation.  The modifications may include, but are not 
limited to, special interconnection equipment, protective devices, control 
devices, or upgrading of distribution system components. 

 
7. Liability for Injury and Damages 

 
Member assumes full responsibility for electric energy furnished to him or 
her at and past the point of interconnection and will indemnify the 
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Cooperative against and hold the Cooperative harmless from all claims 
for both injuries to persons, including death resulting therefrom, and 
damages to property occurring upon the premises owned or operated by 
Member arising from electric power and energy delivered by Cooperative 
or in any way arising directly or indirectly from Member’s generating 
installation except (i) when the negligence of Cooperative or its agent or 
agents was the sole proximate cause of injuries, including death 
therefrom, to Member or to employees of Member or in the case of a 
residential Member, to all members of the household; and (ii) as to all 
other injuries and damages, to the extent that injuries or damages are 
proximately caused by or result in whole or in part from (a) any 
negligence of Cooperative or its agent(s) independent of and unrelated 
to the maintenance of Cooperative’s facilities or any condition on 
Member’s premises or (b) the breach by Cooperative of any provision of 
any contract regarding purchase and/or sale of electrical energy or 
service between Cooperative and Member. 
 
The Cooperative shall not be liable for either direct or consequential 
damages resulting from failures, interruptions, or voltage and wave form 
fluctuations occasioned by causes reasonably beyond the control of the 
Cooperative, including, but not limited to, acts of God or public enemy, 
sabotage and/or vandalism, accidents, fire, explosion, labor troubles, 
strikes, order of any court or judge granted in any bona fide adverse 
legal proceeding or action, or any order of any commission, tribunal or 
governmental authority having jurisdiction. 

 
For claims resulting from failures, interruptions, or voltage and wave form 
fluctuations occasioned in whole or in part by the negligence of the 
Cooperative or its agent(s), the Cooperative shall be liable only for that 
portion of the damages arising from personal injury, death of persons, or 
costs of necessary repairs to or reasonable replacement of electrical 
equipment proximately caused by the negligent acts of the Cooperative 
or its agent(s).  The Cooperative shall not be liable in any event for 
consequential damages. 

 
8. Metering 
 

One standard service meter will be installed, maintained and operated by 
the Cooperative.  A connection will be provided for the meter in a 
location that is acceptable to both the Cooperative and the Member.  The 
Cooperative may, at its own expense, supply, install, and maintain load 
research metering for the purpose of monitoring and evaluating the 
Member’s generating installation.  The meter(s) will, by comparison with 
accurate standards, be tested and calibrated as often as necessary.  The 
Member or the Cooperative may reasonably request such tests, and 
shall be given notice of not less than five (5) working days when such 
tests are to be made.  Both the Member and the Cooperative will have 
the right to be present at such tests.  If a meter is found to be inaccurate, 
it shall be restored to an accurate condition or replaced.  If the tests 
disclose that no unacceptable inaccuracies exist in the meter(s), then the 
party requesting the tests shall bear the expense of the tests.  A report of 
the results of any tests shall be furnished promptly by the party making 
such tests to the other party.  Any meter(s) registering a deviation of not 
more than two percent (2%) from normal shall be deemed accurate.  The 
readings of any meter(s) which have been inaccurate shall be corrected 
according to the percentage of inaccuracy as determined by the tests for 
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a period of no more than ninety (90) days prior to the tests.  If any meter 
fails to register for any period, the facility output during such period shall 
be estimated in the best manner possible as agreed upon by the 
Cooperative and the Member. 

 
9. Notice of Change in Installation 

 
Member will notify the Cooperative in writing sixteen (16) days in 
advance of making any change affecting the characteristics, 
performance, or protection of the generating installation.  If it comes to 
the Cooperative’s attention that the modification will create or had 
created conditions which may be unsafe or adversely affect the 
Cooperative’s system, then it shall notify Member and Member shall 
immediately correct such conditions. 
 

10. Sales to Member 
 

Sales to Member shall be in accordance with the Cooperative’s Service 
Policy and Interconnection Backup rate. 
 

11. Purchases of Electricity from Member 
 

Production in excess of consumption by Member during a monthly billing 

cycle will be purchased by Cooperative at the avoided cost (fuel cost 

only, no capacity component). 
 

 
D. Definitions 

 
1. Power Generating Installation, Generating Installation shall mean a small 

power production or cogeneration facility which is a “qualifying facility” 
under Subpart B of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 
Regulations under Section 201 of the Public Utility Regulatory Policies 
Act of 1978 including any generator and associated equipment, wiring, 
protective devices, or switches owned or operated by Member. 

 
2. Member means any person, firm, corporation, partnership, or other entity 

that is currently receiving service from the Cooperative and owning or 
operating a power generation installation. 
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Agreement for Interconnection 
 

AGREEMENT FOR INTERCONNECTION AND 
PARALLEL OPERATION OF COGENERATION OR 

SMALL GENERATION INSTALLATION: 20 kW OR LESS 
 
 

THIS AGREEMENT made this _____ day of ____________,_______ by and between 
_____________________________________, hereinafter referred to as the "Member", 
and Pedernales Electric Cooperative, hereinafter referred to as the "Cooperative," is as 
follows: 

 
1. Purpose.  Member owns or intends to own and/or operate a qualifying electric power 

generating installation and desires to interconnect and operate such installation in parallel 
with Cooperative's electric distribution system.  This agreement defines the relationship 
between the Cooperative and Member including terms affecting delivery and sale of 
electricity as well as reasonable conditions for interconnection and parallel operation. 

 
2. Member's Generating Installation.  The generating installation to which this agreement 

applies is described as: 
 

  Make_________________________________ 

  Model________________________________ 

  Serial #_______________________________ 

  Fuel or Energy Source___________________ 

  Nameplate Output Rating_________________kW 

  Operating Voltage______________________volts 

  Connection____________________________phase 

  Located at_____________________________ 

 
 Emergency Contact: 

   
  Name   _______________________________________________________ 

  Address_______________________________________________________ 

    _______________________________________________________ 

  Phone   _______________________________________________________ 

 
3. Terms.  The Cooperative agrees to use reasonable diligence to provide simultaneous 

electric service.  Interconnection, parallel operation, and sales of electricity will be 
governed by the Cooperative's Tariff and Business Rules including any and all 
amendments that may hereafter be approved or ordered by any regulatory authority having 
jurisdiction, said Tariff and Business Rules including all service rules, regulations, and 
rates is a part of this agreement of the same extent as if fully set out herein and is on file 
and available at the Cooperative's office in Johnson City, Texas. 

 
4. Interconnection.  Prior to interconnection Member shall have (1) fulfilled all requisites for 

the provision of electric utility service contained in the Business Rules; (2) provide an 
interconnection plan and other information; (3) comply with conditions for line extension; 
(4) provide satisfactory liability insurance; (4) sign and deliver this Agreement; (5) complete 
construction; (6) comply with laws; (7) give notice of intent to energize; and (8) eliminate 
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any conditions preventing interconnection.  Member warrants to Cooperative that Member's 
power generating installation is constructed and will be maintained in a safe and reliable 
condition and will comply with the latest applicable codes. 

 
5. Insurance.  Member shall carry satisfactory liability insurance including contractual liability 

insurance covering indemnity agreements which insures Member against all claims for 
property damage and for personal injury or death arising out of, resulting from or in any 
manner connected with the installation, operation, and maintenance of the Member’s 
generating equipment.  The Member shall continue to maintain insurance as required by 
the Cooperative for the interconnection and shall provide proof of such insurance to the 
Cooperative at its request. 

 
6. Parallel Operation.  Member is responsible for installation, safe operation, protection, and 

maintenance of all equipment and wiring at and beyond the point where Member's 
conductors contact the Cooperative's conductors.  The electrical power generated shall be 
compatible with Cooperative's standard distribution system at the point of delivery and of 
such quality that Cooperative's system is not adversely affected.  Member shall install 
and/or pay for a visible break disconnect switch.  The Cooperative shall have access to the 
disconnect switch and meter(s) at all times.  The Cooperative's liability is limited in 
accordance with its tariff and Member agrees to indemnify and hold the Cooperative 
harmless from all claims except as specified in the tariff. 

 
7. Sales of Electric Service to Member.  Member agrees to pay for electric service in 

accordance with the Cooperative’s Interconnect Backup rate.  If any tariff or rate is 
changed by the Cooperative, or by order or consent of any regulatory authority having a 
jurisdiction thereof whether or not at the request of the Cooperative, such changed tariff, 
rate/or redefined class of service shall be applicable to service provided hereunder from 
and after the effective date of such change.  Periodically, Cooperative will render to 
Member a statement of services rendered.  Member agrees to pay the total amount shown 
on such statement within sixteen (16) days from its date.  Payment shall be made to 
Cooperative at its office in Johnson City, Texas. 

 
8. Purchases of Electricity from Member/Producer.  Cooperative shall install a single meter 

for Producer.  The Cooperative shall allow the meter to turn both forward and turn 
backward to register net metering energy consumption or production by the customers 
during normal monthly (or similar periodic) billing cycles.  Net metering of monthly 
consumption shall be billed to the Producer by the Cooperative at the applicable tariff.  
Production in excess of consumption by Producer during a monthly billing cycle will be 
purchased by Cooperative at the avoided cost (fuel cost only, no capacity component). 

 
9. Terms.  The acceptance of this instrument by the Cooperative shall constitute an 

agreement between the Member and the Cooperative which shall continue in force for an 
initial term of one year and then year to year thereafter from the date service is made 
available by the Cooperative to the Member.  After the initial term this agreement may be 
terminated by either party giving at least thirty (30) days written notice to the other. 

 
10. Breach.  The failure or refusal to perform any obligation contained in this agreement shall 

constitute a breach of this agreement.  The parties shall have such remedies for breach as 
may be provided for by law or in equity.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
agreement, Cooperative may discontinue service if Member has breached any portion of 
this agreement, failed to make timely payment or otherwise is in violation of Cooperative 
policies. 

  
11.  Entire Agreement.  This agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties 

and supersedes all prior agreements between Member and Cooperative for the service 
herein described, and the Cooperative, its agents and employees have made no 
representations, promises, or made any inducements, written or verbal, which are not 
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contained herein.  Member agrees that it is not relying on any statements not herein 
contained. 

 
12. Assignment.  This agreement shall not be assigned by Member except in accordance with 

the Articles, By-laws, and rules and regulations of Cooperative.  This agreement shall inure 
to the benefit of Cooperative's assigns.   

 
13. Interconnection Cost.  Member agrees to pay for extension of Cooperative's facilities and 

other interconnection costs as follows: 
  
 $                in advance of any work by the Cooperative; 
  
 or 
 
 $                per month as an increased monthly minimum over and above the applicable 

minimum stated in the Cooperative's tariff. 
 
14. Receipt of Policy.  Member acknowledges receipt of a copy of the Cooperative's policy on 

interconnection. 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Pedernales Electric Cooperative, Inc.  
 BY: _________________________ 
  
 
 Member:       
 BY:____________________________ 
 
  
 
 
The State of Texas 
County of ____________ 
 
     BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared 
_________________________, ___________________________________, of the 
        (Name)                                                  (Title) 
______________________________________________, known to me to be the person 
                          (Organization) 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed 
the same as the act and deed of the ____________________________________________ 
                                        (Organization) 
as ____________________________________, thereof, and for the purposes and consideration  
                              (Title) 
therein expressed. GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE this _____ day of 
______________, ____. 
 
  ___________________________________ 
  Notary Public in and for  
   
  ___________________, County, Texas 
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